THE TRADITION OF THE GREAT STATE

and that he may cope successfully with these com-
plexities, the average citizen must be trained to think
clearly and exhaustively, and be given a wealth of
tradition for his guidance multifarious beyond any
the worjji has yet produced. Christianity as we
know it at present makes no insistence upon under-
standing and mental alertness as duties, nor upon
the supreme necessity of thoroughness in thought
and work. It is not a critical religion; it is emotion-
ally sound, perhaps, but critically careless, and the
vital preservative of right in a complex situation is a
critical faculty highly stimulated and fed.

It would be impertinent to discuss so detailed
a thing as the probable tradition of the future in
relation to moral ends. But it seems clear that we
have to look rather to a living literature and drama,
and it may be to a living pulpit for that perpetual
stream of criticism which is the life-blood of a great
community, which indeed must be deliberately
fostered with a view to the continual reinvigoration
of tradition and thought if the Great State is to
remain in health. Quite possibly there will be no
definite "moral" teaching by way of precept in the
Great State in the sense in which "moral" is com-
monly understood to-day. The tendency of liberal
thought to-day seems to be altogether away from
definite moral controls towards a latitude which
implies alternately that relationship should be
judged upon its merits, We are slowly learning
that no moral code can be framed of general appli-
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